
 

Fog Lit Book Festival 

Background: 
For the past six years, Fog Lit Book Festival has 
brought more than 80 authors to the Saint John area 
to give readings of their books, host Q&A sessions, and 
perform book-signings and school visits. The Festival also provides author-
run workshops for attendees that enable them to better their storytelling 
skills and expand their writing portfolio. 

Held in the Greater Saint John Area of New Brunswick, Fog Lit Book Festival 
is fun for all ages. With events like Kid Lit (for children), the Teen Coffee 
House, and Words & Wine (19+), there’s something for everyone! The 2018 
festival will take place from September 26th – September 30th at various local 
venues and, as explained by Andrea Kikuchi (chairman of Fog Lit Book 
Festival’s board of directors), “due to the generosity of our sponsors, all events 
at Fog Lit Book Festival are free to attendees.” 

While Fog Lit has featured many renowned Canadian authors in the past 
(such as Kelly Armstrong, author of Bitten, & George Elliot Clarke, former 
Parliamentary Poet Laureate), the Book Festival prides itself on being a 
starting point for new and aspiring Canadian writers including Riel Nason, 
Sarah Mian, Leslie Vryenhoek & many more.   

 
“As a volunteer-run Festival, [Fog Lit] make[s] an important contribution to the 

value of the written word in today’s society and helps to support and promote 
emerging and established writers, authors, and publishers.”  

- Bernard J. Cormier, Cultural Affairs Officer, City of Saint John 

 Mission Statement 
The Fog Lit Book Festival aims to bring together people of all ages and abilities in the 

Greater Saint John Area to encourage and celebrate a love of reading and writing. 
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History: 
Fog Lit Book Festival began with a small 
group of women who had a dream.  

Rosalyn Hyslop, Andrea Kikuchi, and Abby 
Teed-Walton had been taking a writing class 
together in Fredericton and couldn’t help 
discussing how there were no activities to help 
encourage reading and writing and better 
literacy in their local Saint John area. “After 
complaining about it some, we decided to do 
something about it,” Hyslop stated. The women 

contacted the past board members of The Canterbury Tales Festival, which had taken place 
in Saint John for only a few years before stopping. One of the members they contacted, Carole 
MacFarquhar, would go on to become a board member for Fog Lit Book Festival. 

“At first we wanted to see if we could get Canterbury going again,” Hyslop explained, “but 
then we decided that we wanted to do something fresh. Literary festivals can be intimidating 
and often bear an air of only being for scholars. That’s not what we wanted our festival to be. 
We wanted it to include all genres, with everything from children’s books to young adult 
fiction to cook books to biographies. It’s a festival with something for everyone and we think 
that makes it far more accessible to people than other festivals may be.” 

And so, with a plethora of ideas and a tremendous amount of ambition, the Fog Lit ladies set 
out to start their festival. The support from the community was even greater than they had 
hoped for in their first year, but there were still a few skeptics who thought that their dream 
was unattainable. 

“We invited people to our board meetings and they thought we were crazy,” Hyslop laughs. 
“They thought that we were too ambitious and that we could never pull it off. So, when they 
came to the festival a few months later and saw all that we had done, they were quite 
surprised. We were pretty proud that we proved them wrong, and we were thrilled with the 
community turn out. We knew that Saint John had a strong group of folks who loved reading 
and writing as much as us – they just needed an outlet.”  

Now with a board of ten enthusiastic members, Fog Lit Book Festival is entering its sixth 
year and the 2018 Festival is shaping up to be bigger and better than ever.  
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Past Authors: 

Events: 
• Words & Wine 
• Authors, Ale & Acoustics 
• Teen Coffee House 
• Novel Tea 
• Poetry Jam 
• Books & Brunch 
• Lunch & Learn 
• Workshops    
• School Visits                                     

                     
    
 

 
 

 

 

 

“Saint John was great 
and the Festival itself 
was excellent. I’m not 
sure that I’ve ever had 
such a lovely time at a 
literary event.”  

-Jason Guriel 
 

Riel Nason 
Leslie Vryenhoek 

George Elliot Clarke 
David Adams Richards 

Lisa de Nikolits 
Kate Inglis 

Kevin Major  
Kelley Armstrong 
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Statistics: 
In 2014, 50% of Anglophone New Brunswickers and 60% of 
Francophones fell between reading levels 0-2. This entails only the 
most basic literary skills used to understand very simple 
information.  

- Program from International Assessment of Adult Competencies 

New Brunswick came in 7th place for literacy scores in 2014 when 15-
year-olds were tested, scoring only ahead of Newfoundland and 
Labrador, Manitoba and Saskatchewan. 

- Programme for International Student Assessment 

In 2015-2016, only 73.8% of Grade 2 students in New Brunswick met 
or exceeded the appropriate achievement level in reading. The 
provincial government’s goal was 90%.  

- Government of New Brunswick 

Despite these negative literacy statistics, Saint John’s reading & writing scene 
is thriving. The Port City is very much a Reading Town, with popular book 

sales taking place annually & unique bookshops 
such as: 

• Bibliofest: SJ Free Public Library Book Sale 
• Big Brothers / Big Sisters BIG Book Sale 
• Dave Shoots, Bookseller 
• Scheherazade Books & Music 
• Loyalist City Coins & Books 
And multiple organized reading clubs, including: 
• UNB Saint John’s Lorenzo Reading Series 
• The Saint John Girly Book Club 
• Summer Reading Club (SJ Free Public Library) 
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In the past 5 years, Fog Lit has brought more than 80 authors to 
Saint John for the Book Festival. These authors have taken part 
in more than 50 events in dozens of locations in Saint John and 
its surrounding areas. All of these events have been FREE. 

- Andrea Kikuchi, chairman of Fog Lit board of directors 

Author List: 
• David Adams Richards 
• Beth Powning 
• Donna Morrisey 
• Chad Pelley 
• Kathy-Diane Levielle 
• Ian LeTourneau 
• Corey Redekop 
• Scott Marshall 
• Harold Wright 
• David Goss 
• Cary Caffrey 
• Biff Mitchell 
• Nicole Dixon 
• Laurie Lewis 
• Dave Atkinson 
• Gerard Beirne 
• Jason Guriel 
• Norma West Linder 
• Jonathan Roy 
• Lynn Davies 
• Roger Moore 
• Leslie Crewe 
• Janet Fraser 
• Kelly Armstrong 

• Stephanie Domet 
• Debra Komar 
• Heidi Jardine Stoddart 
• Beatrice MacNeil 
• Edith Bourget 
• Chuck Bowie 
• Bill Connall 
• Meg Coles 
• Libby Creelman 
• Fred Doucet 
• Anne Emery 
• Marina Endicott 
• Ian Hamilton 
• Kate Inglis 
• Mark Anthony Jarman 
• M. Travis Lane 
• Sarah Mian 
• Shane Neilson 
• Kathleen Peacock 
• Leslie Vryenhoek 
• Brian Henry 
• Maria Vincente 
• Diane Carmel Leger 
• Phonse Jessome 
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• Darren Greer 
• Carol Bruneau 
• Catherine Hogan Safer 
• Alyda Faber 
• Chad Norman 
• Kevin Major 
• Jennifer Houle 
• Lisa de Nikolits 
• Lisa Harrington 
• Vicki Grant 
• Matt Mott 
• Todd Allen 
• Eric Murphy 
• Nicholas Ruddick 
• Peter Jennings 
• Russell Wangersky 

• Phillip Crymble 
• Bruce Meyer 
• Moira Peters 
• Craig Pinhey 
• Gerard Collins 
• Lisa Moore 
• George Elliot Clarke 
• Jennifer McGrath Kent 
• Michelle Butler Hallett 
• Odette Barr and Colleen Landry 
• Clyde Wray 
• Riel Nason 
• Susan White 
• Robert Rayner 
• Eric Kennedy 
• Joan Hall Hovey



• Annette Robichaud 
• Stephanie Cormier 
• Amanda Morine 
• Allison Bowes 
• Julie Smith 

 

foglit.ca 

(2018) Board Members: 
• Andrea Kikuchi 
• Rosalyn Hyslop 
• Laura Taylor 
• Carole MacFarquhar  
• John Hanson 

 

Contact: 

Facebook: @FogLit 
Twitter: @FogLitFestival 
Instagram: @foglitfestival 

Email: foglitfestival@gmail.com  
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Media Release: 
Photographs taken at Fog Lit Book Festival (both past and in 
2018) may be used by media outlets as signs posted on location 
inform attendees that their photograph may be taken and used 
for promotional / media purposes.  

 

For stock images of past festival events, please contact 
FOGLITFESTIVAL@GMAIL.COM 

 


